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clapped into jail. Imprisonment had no terrors any longer and
became the badge of patriotism. When all India was merely an
extended prison, incarceration was felt to be no disgrace. '
Before the end of December, most of the top-ranking leaders,
Gandhiji excepted, were put behind bars. There were at least 20,000
political prisoners at that time, the regular jails were found inade-
quate and concentration camps, like the one near the Kidderpore
Docks, were improvised. They were sordid witnesses to imperialist
callousness. The number of political prisoners increased to at leas^
30,000 at the beginning of 1922. But repression could not cow the
people, who resolved to fight with unceasing vigour till Swaraj was
reached.
The bureaucracy well knew that repression alone could not
daunt India's millions. There was, therefore, a certain furtive disposi-
tion towards a possible rapprochement. An effort was made in
December, principally by Pandit Malaviya, to contact the leaders in
different jails and elicit their views. The Pandit came down to
Calcutta where he saw the Viceroy and got an assurance that the ban
on volunteer organisations could be lifted and political prisoners let
out if the movement was called off. The bait was a proposed Round
Table Conference, but Gandhiji, against the advice of men like
C. R. Das and Maulana Azad who were then in jail, refused to call off
the movement till the conference had met and produced results.
The Government had lost its nerve to some extent, no doubt, but it
was not prepared to accept Gandhi ji's terms.
It was in this situation that the annual session of the Congress
was held in Ahmedabad. C. R. Das, president-elect, being in jail,
his place was taken by Hakim Ajmal Khan, revered by Muslim and
Hindu alike. There was no lack of enthusiasm at the session, though
Swaraj was far away, when the midnight chimes rang in the new year,
1922. Resolutions were passed proclaiming " the fixed determination
of the Congress to continue the campaign of non-violent non-co-oper-
ation with greater vigour . . . till Swaraj Is established ", calling upon
all over eighteen years of age to join the illegal National Volunteers,
pledging "Civil Disobedience, whether mass OP individual, whether of
an offensive or defensive character", and appointing Gandhiji virtual
dictator " as the sole executive authority of the Congress."
The country could not much longer be kept in leash. The
people were awaiting, fretfully, the order to march ahead, the direc-
tives that Gandhiji was going to give them.
Fop some time, however, misgivings were coagulating in the
leader's mind. The non-violence of his id/Us seemed beyond his
people's ken. Among his Muslim colleagues especially, there had